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   Parents and community members, it has been a busy summer. With 
school starting earlier this year than in prior years, the weeks of summer 
feel like they have gone by at an alarmingly fast rate. I am sure some of 
your children feel the same. For the administrators on duty, the summer 
months are our busiest of the year. We spend the time evaluating 
what worked from the prior year, what didn’t, and put in changes to 
improve many aspects of the District. We also prepare and present 
training for teachers so they improve in specific areas of instruction. 
We also work hard to find and hire quality teachers for your children. 
   In my freshman year as Superintendent of Shepherd, I started out by 
talking with many of our stakeholders: students, teachers, and parents. They 
told me what it meant to be a Pirate. They shared with me the strengths of the 
District and areas we could improve. For each conversation, I am grateful. 
As a District, as educators, we look at our work in two steps. First 
is to create a safe and nurturing environment for each child. When a 
child feels safe, he or she is more open to learn. Second is to educate 
the children as specified by the Texas Education Agency. Both of these 
objectives will be made easier due to changes made over the summer. 
A child’s ability to read drives all other learning. Because of this, we are 
including an additional page with the elementary report cards identifying the 
student’s current reading level. A student’s reading level is different than his 
or her success in the classroom. A classroom grade considers many factors, 
not just the ability to read. The addition of the reading level report is to clearly 
show parents how well their child reads and if they are on grade level. Support 
information will be provided to parents if a child is reading below grade level. 
Literacy, or more specifically, reading and writing, is at the forefront 
of our summer changes in curriculum and in teacher development. Our 
new system is currently designed for Kindergarten through fifth grade 
and will expand to include middle school grades next year. It is what our 
teachers have been trained in and will be used to increase student learning 
in the areas of reading and writing. We want a seamless system to cover 
all grades so our students, your children, can be successful in learning 
to read…not just this year but during their years in Shepherd ISD. 
   Behind the scenes we are working to be more efficient in how we operate. 
Waste of any type affects the district’s operating budget and our ability to 
educate our students. We have implemented new systems to better track and 
monitor the operations of the District. We will continue to look at ways to ensure 
the expenditures made, whether for curriculum, repairs, staff positions, etc., 
are in the best interest of educating students and operating within our budget. 
   Our world is not the same as when we grew up. Few of our parents 
or ourselves had a concern about safety at school. But things have now 
changed. Toward the end of last year, we were able to bring in additional 
officers to provide for a safe end to the school year. Since then, the District 
has made changes to increase student and staff safety for the upcoming 
year. The first and most obvious change is the addition of full time police 

officers at each campus. Additionally, we are having contractors upgrade 
and repair many of our external doors to make them more secure. Further 
facility upgrades and enhancements are under consideration as well. 
Bus safety has also been addressed this summer. We have installed four 
cameras on every bus; three are inward facing, and one pointed forward. 
Any concern about bus behavior will easily be addressed as both video 
and audio are captured while the bus is in operation. The drive to and from 
school needs to be just as safe as when you are driving your children. 
Student behavior will be more tightly enforced across the district with 
changes now in place. The needs of students vary depending on age and 
individual situation. But, expected student behavior, the treatment toward 
others and following campus procedures will be enforced. We have even 
added an Extra Curricular Code of Consequences for our students who 
participate in any campus activity. This was done so they will understand 
that participation is a privilege and appropriate behavior is required.
   Over the last few years, some student use of social media has impacted 
other students at school or in the community. Recent changes in law make 
many of those actions punishable at school. For many of us over 30 years 
of age, we would write letters or notes when angry…and have time to 
throw them away once we calmed down. But with immediate access to 
social media, students don’t always have the self-control to keep from 
lashing out or venting online. When a student makes a such a post, whether 
it be in anger or not, he or she could be impacting not only other students, 
but their own future. What many people don’t realize is that things posted 
online have a way of lasting, despite the belief that posts disappear. Such 
negative posts have long lasting effects on students gaining entrance 
to universities or even employment down the line. With a continued 
effort at school and at home, we may be able to get more students to 
understand and practice what Herm Edwards said, “Don’t press send”.
   To help increase the communication between teachers and parents, phones 
will be installed in every classroom. This may surprise you, but that is not 
the case last year. There are many benefits to this simple tool. From parent 
feedback I received, many parents have stated they want to know anytime 
there is a problem. The class phones will help with that communication. 
Additionally, staff are able to notify the office/police of any issue of concern.
   To best educate our students, we need a strong school/home relationship. 
To help build and maintain that relationship, I want the District to be 
transparent in what we do. I will share information I believe you are interested 
in as well as have the schools provide timely updates for all parents. I feel 
we are better now than a year ago, but we are not where I want us to be in 
communicating with our parents and community. But we will get better. 
Anyone who follows the District or campus’ Facebook pages know we post 
events as they occur. Facebook postings will also increase and improve. 
   Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions. 
We want to hear from our parents and community.

by HD 18 State Representative Ernest Bailes
   Mental health issues know no boundaries and 
can effect anyone at any time. As I work with 
our local communities, I find that many are at a 
loss on knowing where to turn to address such 
issues. Due to the ever-growing complexity 
of our mental health needs, all of Texas is 
effected, especially in our local schools 
and our prison system, just to name a few. 
   Local Options to Consider: Many people 
have a difficult time finding local providers for 

their area. In HD 18, there are few options to help offset the overall 
health care challenges: Tri-County Behavioral Healthcare, Health Center 
of Southeast Texas, and the Burke Center.
-Tri-County Behavioral Healthcare: Tri County offers behavioral health, 
intellectual and developmental disabilities services in Liberty and 
Walker counties. Cleveland: (281) 432-3000;  Liberty: (936) 334-3275; 
Huntsville (936) 291-5800.
   Health Center of Southeast Texas (HCSET): HCSET is a Federally 
Qualified Health Center which offers both primary and behavioral 
health care. In addition to routine health care services, the HCSET also 
provides mental health services. There are 3 locations here in HD 18 
— Cleveland, Liberty, and Shepherd (281) 592-2224.  
   Burke Center: The Burke Center provides mental health and 
intellectual and development disability services for San Jacinto County 
(936) 327-3786 - Livingston. 
   Legislative Update - A brief recap of a few of the bills: 
During this past legislative session, there was a strong emphasis 
on addressing mental health needs. By working together in a bi-
partisan way, we made tremendous headway on much needed 
legislation. While there were numerous pieces of legislation put 
forward and passed, I want to point out two bills, House Bill 10 
and Senate Bill 74, which I believe are especially significant. 
   HB 10 provides mental health parity in Texas so that health plans 
cannot disproportionately impose limitations on mental health and 
substance use disorder treatments. This bill requires that if an existing 
health insurance plan offers mental health coverage, the mental 
health benefits must be the same as the medical and surgical benefits.
   SB 74 streamlines the complex state credentialing process to allow more 
providers to offer mental health services in our state. There is a major 
shortage of mental health care providers, especially in rural areas, and 
this legislation will reduce challenges of recruitment and credentialing.
    Other legislation which passed will go a long way in comprehensively 
addressing all medical needs, both physical and mental, at the same location. 
   While there is no one-size-fits all solution to the challenges associated 
with mental health needs, we are moving in the right direction. If 
you need additional information, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
my office at (936) 628-6687 or district18.bailes@house.texas.gov. 

Mental Health Care in Our Rural District 
Shepherd FFA Teachers 

Attend Conference in Lubbock

   The Shepherd FFA Ag Teachers spent a week in Lubbock, Texas 
at their annual Vocational Agriculture Teachers Associaction of Texas 
conference. While their they gained a knowledge of information to bring 
back to this school year, important dates for this years activites, and had 
a great week of fellowship. We have a great Ag department in Shepherd 
and would like to welcome two new members to our department, Gene 
Ainsworth and Kalyn Kelly! We look forward to another great year! 

 The reason why we hate the recorded sound of our 
voice is because our skull changes the resonance of 
our voice from within and creates more bass. When 
we hear a digital recording of our voice, although 

slightly unfamiliar to ourselves, 
it’s exactly how other people hear it.

A Message from Rick Hartley, Shepherd 
Idependent School District  Superintendent
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NEWS
BUSINESS

by Yvonne Ryba
 I was invited on Monday August 6, 2018 to an 

award ceremony at the Shepherd Community 
Center. Mayor Earl Brown addressed the crowd 
who had come to see Michelle Lyle receive 
her pink Cadillac. You may know that this 
prize is given by  Mary Kay Cosmetics, 
and Michelle has already won several 
pink ‘Caddys’  for her highest performing 

salesmanship. Michelle spoke about her 
team making this award possible for her and 

everyone celebrated with pink punch, cookies 
and cup cakes. Brenda Meyers is part of that team  

 and she invited me for the occasion which is 
certainly a coup for Shepherd. So watch out for the pink Cadillac!
   Congratulations to the Sweetees, State Champions of the Dixie 
Softball League who finished third and  also won an award for their 
skill and effort. Unfortunately the Ponytails were knocked out. Bad 
weather interrupted play and both teams were champions for Texas 
and especially their hometown of Shepherd. Did you know that 
Shepherd Youth Dixie Softball League is the oldest league in Texas. 
It is 40 years old. Coldspring Dixie Softball league is second oldest at 
30 years! All the players worked so heard to get into the World Series!
   The Democratic Party of San Jacinto County opened their new office 

headquarters in Coldspring this week. It is located next door to The Cutting 
Edge Hair Salon in Sycamore Square. It will be opened from Tuesday 
though Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. The phone number there is 
(936) 433-2157. You can go to their web site or Facebook page for more info.
   The Republican Party of San Jacinto County is also busy preparing 
for a Town Hall meeting with Rep. Kevin Brady. He will talk about the 
how the events in Washington will impact our county. This event will 
be on August 23, 2018 from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Paradise Grille, 
Coldspring. Again, for more info go to the web site or Facebook page 
of the San Jacinto County Republican Party or call (281) 761-3676.

?

Shepherd Chamber of Commerce
Mail to PO Box 520 Shepherd, 77371

 (936) 628-3890       www.greatershepherdchamberofcommerce.org

Coldspring -  San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce
31 N. Butler, Coldspring 77331

(936) 653-2184     www.coldspringtexas.org

CALL TO CALVARY MINISTRIES
A church that preaches the message of the Cross. All are welcome!

Sunday Service: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday Service: 7:30 p.m.  

793 Thomas Castleberry Rd. Shephrd, TX 77371  •  (936) 628-1059 

Don’t have an Ad 
design for your 

business?
 That’s okay! 

We will create it 
for you for FREE!

(936) 628-6842 

See McClain’s Courtesy Booth for More Information.

FOR SALE: Craftsman 54” deck for rider, $85.00. Wizard Plus, 16 
hp, 42” cut, need’s battery, $175.00. Troy Built, 42” cut, 17.5 engine, 
$300.00. Tires for riders, $10.00 and $20.00 mounted. Call after 6 p.m. 
281-659-4286. 

FOR SALE: AK-47, 7.62 X 39, NIB, 2 large cap. mags., $779.00 cash. 
Please call 936-628-3019. 

FOR SALE: 2 bicycles, 1 boys and 1 girls, both are 22” rim, single speed bikes; 
$20.00 each or $30.00 for both. Please text or leave voicemail at 903-512-0786. 

FOR SALE: 2001 Oldsmobile, Alero, runs, asking $400.00. Please call 
832-599-2412. 
FOR SALE: 2005 Frigidaire commercial freezer 14.7 cu.ft. Upright   
$125.00 OBO;  2012 hotpoint refrigerator/freezer 15.6 cu.ft.  $225.00; 
gold’s gym exercise cycle has front display, fan and speakers $150.00 
OBO;  Student desk with hutch  $35.00;  Vanity with jeweler drawers 
build-in  $125.00 OBO;  4 foot wood step ladder  $15.00. Shepherd 
area, please call 936-588-9060

FOR RENT: Efficiency apartments/rooms for rent. $400.00 deposit/$675.00 
rent, all bills paid, lawn maintenance provided. Please call 870-688-0787. 

FOR RENT: Nice 2BR/2BA in Holiday Lakes (Goodrich) on the big 
lake. Lots of windows in living/dining areas. Large deck, small dock, 
large closets, and great storage under house. $830.00 a month. Non 
refundable cleaning deposit. References needed. Call 713-302-8231. 

LAWN CARE SERVICE: Reasonable lawn care services. Call 832-768-9819.

TRACTOR WORK: Driveways, yard leveling and area mowing. Free 
estimates. Please call Frank 936-235-5292 or Earl 713-819-8496. 

WILL HAUL FOR FREE: I will pick up any scrap iron or broken 
appliances for free. Please call 832-768-9819.

“McClain’s Food Market”

8/13: City Council Meeting, Community Center; 7PM
8/14: First Station Auxiliary Meeting; 7PM
8/15: Shepherd ISD First Day of School
8/17: Senior Resale Shop Bag Day
8/20: School Board Meeting, 7PM
8/29: Bridge of hope community church "Community Fellowship 
Dinner", Shepherd Middle School, 7PM.Shepherd ISD 

First Day of School
Wednesday, August 15, 2018

Answers to last weeks crossword

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Answers will be in next weeks paper

Senior Citizens Center Lunch MenU

Second Tuesday of each month dessert includes birthday cake! Menu's are subject to change due to availability. 
Please call (936) 628-3733 by 9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal.

C 
ommunity C 

alendar

Monday
Abrogate: To abolish by authoritative action; 
to treat as nonexistent

Tuesday
Abstemious: marked by restraint especially 
in the consumption of food or alcohol; also: 
reflecting such restraint 

Wednesday
Acumen: Keenness and depth of perception, 
discernment, or discrimination especially in 
practical matters

Thursday
Antebellum: Existing before a war; especially: 
existing before the Civil War 

Friday
Belie: To give a false impression of b : to pres-
ent an appearance not in agreement with 2 a: 
to show (something) to be false or wrong b: to 
run counter to: contradict 3: disguise

Saturday
Bellicose: Favoring or inclined to start quarrels 
or wars

Sunday
Bowdlerize: To expurgate (as a book) by omit-
ting or modifying parts considered vulgar; to 
modify by abridging, simplifying, or distorting 
in style or content


