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SHEPHERD COMMUNITY NEWS
Kuntz Retires After
Serving Members for 37 Years
Kyle J. Kuntz, P.E., Chief Executive
Officer and General Manager of Sam
Houston Electric Cooperative, will retire
on March 31, after serving the Co-op’s
members for nearly 37 years.
“Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s
staff is among the best in the
business, and I am confident that
the Co-op will continue prioritizing
exceptional service for our members,”
Kuntz said. “We must provide reliable and affordable service to the
members and be able to adapt to any changes that come our way.”
Kuntz’s career has been marked by continuous technological
advancements during his time at the Cooperative. Moving to bucket
trucks and mechanical digger trucks, as well as providing employees with
computers, tablets and industry-leading technology, have all changed the
services Sam Houston EC is able to provide for its members.
“Our members have been fantastic to serve,” Kuntz said. “They have been
understanding of every challenge we have faced. They’ve been great when
we have had large outages, and they are helpful to us and always appreciative.”
Kuntz was the 2005 recipient of the J.C. Brown Communications
Leadership Award, presented by the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA). The award honors dedication to the importance of
communication as a vital link connecting electric cooperatives with their
members, and in advancing the cooperative business model.
“I will miss the people and the challenges,” Kuntz said. “Any challenge
I have faced has been made easier by the good people around me, like we
have at Sam Houston EC.”
Kuntz’s successor is Doug Turk.
A licensed Professional Engineer,
Turk was previously the General
Manager of Deep East Texas Electric
Cooperative in San Augustine, Texas.
“Doug is going to be excellent for
the Cooperative,” according to Kuntz.
“He’s smart. He has great skills, and
he is a good person. The Cooperative
is very fortunate to employ him.”
Turk spent 16 years at Deep East Texas EC,
and worked at Wood County Electric Cooperative in Quitman, Texas before then.
“During my tenure at other East Texas cooperatives, Sam Houston
EC has always been seen as a world-class cooperative,” Turk said. “It’s
a progressive and service-driven organization. Its employees are wellknown for their drive to provide quality service for the membership.”
Turk earned his Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering from
Texas A&M University. He is also a graduate of National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association’s Robert I. Kabat Management Internship
Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“Kyle did an excellent job in leading the Co-op,” Turk said. “He’s
very well-known in our industry, as are many of the other members of
management. They’re seen as leaders in the industry. I’m very proud to be
a part of it and look forward to working with everyone.”
Turk sees several changes on the horizon for the Cooperative. One
change that will have the greatest impact on our area will be the continued
growth of Houston and its surrounding communities.
“I want our membership to see us as an organization that is able to
evolve and continue to drive improvements on behalf of our members,”
Turk said. “As our membership grows rapidly in some areas, we must
adapt to serve both our new members and our existing members in the
manner that they are accustomed to. At the same time, we must continue
to find opportunities to improve the service we provide.”
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative has been providing electricity to East
Texas since 1939. The Cooperative was founded by a handful of farmers
and rural residents who dreamed of bringing “power to the people.” In the
early 1940s, there were just over 600 Co-op members. Today, Sam Houston
EC serves 55,000 members and 75,000 meters across parts of 10 counties.

Solo and Ensemble Competition

Shepherd High School’s National Honor Society
will have a table outside of McClain’s on

April 6, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Taking Pre-orders for
Smoked Pork Butt ($30) and Smoked Brisket ($50).
Your giving goes toward NHS scholarships.

The following students went to solo and ensemble competition at
Coldspring-Oakhurst High School. They all received a division
one rating and medal which is the highest rating they can get. If you
see any of these awesome kids tomorrow, be sure to congratulate them
on their performance!

Hannah Bailey - Trumpet
Preston Wiese - Trumpet
Arnulfo Lopez Jr. - Trumpet
Michael Parks - Snare
Krysten Neal - Mallets
Avery Culberth - Snare
Darren Reece Jr. - Snare
Cole Barrow - Saxophone
Marcelino Beiza Jr. - Saxophone
Katy Smith - Clarinet
Logan Smith - Clarinet
Jaiden Tillman - Bass Clarinet
Nicholas Hernandez - Tuba
Humberto Santos - Saxophone

Can Sudents get to Participate in
Hands on Real World Experiences

Amber Grace Basye
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Annual Crawfish Boil

Saturday, April 13, 2019

11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

7861 FM 222 South Loop, Coldspring
Horseshoe & Cornhole Tournament
• Crawfish • Brisket • Live Music • Auction & more! •
Go to the FB events page for more details

CNA students attended a training with a a speech therapist from Woodland
Park Nursing Home to discuss swallowing problems with residents and
diets. Hands on real world experiences preparing students for success.
Also, last month CNA students were able to tour St Luke’s, the
Woodlands guided personally by Mr. Dean, a student of ours
father who is the ICU manager. “CTE, Making it Happen”

Please send submissions
for newspaper to

Jessie Rose Wilson

mcclains.shepherdnews@gmail.com
SJC GO TEXAN LOCAL
SCHOLARSHIP TIME AGAIN

The 2019 San Jacinto County Local Area Go Texan
Scholarship Applications are available now!
San Jacinto County high school senior students wishing
to apply can pick up an application from you, their high
school counselor, their ag science teachers
or the county extension office.

DO NOT SEND OR RETURN
APPLICATIONS TO HOUSTON

“McClain’s
Food Market”

All applications must be received back to the counselor
at Shepherd High School or Coldspring High School by
close of business on or before Monday, April 8, 2019.
Applications may also be received by Sherry Taylor at
Peoples State Bank in Coldspring or Sue Nell Loggins at
Shepherd High School no later than the close of business,
on or before Monday, April 8, 2019.
If you have any questions I will be glad to help.
Good luck to our students!
Sue Nell Loggins, SJC Area Go Texan Committee

March 18, 1930 - March 6, 2019

Jessie Rose Wilson, age 88 of Shepherd, Texas, passed away
Wednesday, March 6, 2019. She was born March 18, 1930 in
Opelousas, Louisiana to parents Curley Edward and Thelma Perry
Vidrine who preceded her in death along with her husband, Arnold
Eugene Wilson; son, Robert Steve Taylor; daughter, Roma Alexia
Gibson; and grandson, Adam Ross Curry.
Survivors include her son, Renn Gibson; daughter, Lisa Curry;
brother, Clayton Vidrine; grandchildren, Nikki, Joshua, Renn, Luke,
Krissy, Trent and David; along with 15 great-grandchildren, numerous
other relatives and friends.
Visitation was held from 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, March 10, 2019
at Pace Stancil Chapel, Cleveland, Texas. Services followed starting at
2:00 p.m., Sunday, March 10, 2019 at Pace Stancil Chapel, Cleveland,
Texas. Interment will follow at Ryan Cemetery, Cleveland, Texas.

by Yvonne Cones

We have a lot of interesting events in the
next few weeks. Some I have already
mentioned, like the Coldspring Garden
Club’s “Spring Fling” on March 23,
2019 at the Coldspring Community
Center, by the courthouse. There will
be a plant sale, both indoor and outdoor
plants, but also tables for a raffle, a bake
sale, jewelry and books on sale, a white
elephant stall, and a seed table. Door
prizes, free popcorn and drinks from the
kitchen and face painting. Linda Deeter
will not be doing the face painting. That will be
done by Cynthia Orchard, a Coldspring Art League member, at the
children’s table. Guest Smokey Bear will be there too! This is the 80th
birthday for the Garden Club and the main fundraiser for the year.
On this same day, Linda, San Jacinto County award winning artist
of 2018, will be showing her works of art in a special exhibition
at Paradise Gardens. Here is a great opportunity to own one of
Linda Deeter’s beautiful paintings, and they will last a lot longer
than a face painting, although these are creative works of art too!
The Art Show runs from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Paradise Gardens
is also an award winner for ‘Best Gift Store in San Jacinto’.
Engine lovers take note of the upcoming exhibition in Old Town
Coldspring on March 30, 2019. Set up will be on Friday March
29, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. onward. Saturday will be the event itself.
Called “Power of the Past” this is the first annual event in Coldspring
hosted by SJC Historical Commission. All engines are welcome! Chair
Ray McCoppin will give you more information at (281) 636-9212.
The guest speaker at this month’s SJC Democratic Party meeting will
be Kim Olson. She is a Texas Woman Hall of Famer 2014; a farmer,

?

certified organic; and a retired Colonel USAF. The meeting begins
with a light meal at 6:00 p.m. with the program starting at 6:30 p.m.
There is a request for a $5 donation. The Democratic party meet in
Coldspring Community Party on the third Thursday of every month at
6 PM. For more information call Chair Laura Jones, (281) 660-9644.
On Wednesday March 13, 2019 I had the pleasure of attending the
presentation in Coldspring Courthouse of Ms. Barbara Justice, the
2018 award winner for this county of Volunteer of the Year. County
Judge Fritz Faulkner thanked her for her service and hung the plaque
on the Rotunda wall, this plaque displays the names of the winners of
this award for the last decade or so. Barbara is a board member, with
me, on Coldspring Chamber of Commerce. Congratulations Barbara!
Coldspring Chamber welcomes new member East-Tex Pipe
& Fab. LLC . Their ribbon cutting date has not yet been set.
Shepherd Chamber welcomes new member ‘4 Corners Café’.
Their ribbon cutting is coming up in the next week so you will
hear more about them then. They are open now and we ate lunch
there on their first day of business. It was delicious. Where is it?
From the name you can guess that it is next to the four corners, at
the traffic lights in Shepherd, and is across from the Post Office.
Shepherd Library is holding a series of talks, the next one will be on
April 2, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Library on Liberty St. In Shepherd.
Titled “I was born during an Air Raid”, it will be an account of my
early years during WW2 in England. The event is free, all are welcome.
Last but not least, The Women’s League is almost ready for their
annual Style Show, named this year ‘Hats and Heels’. Fashions by Sue’s
Boutique of Onalaska will be modeled by members of the Women’s
League and the Silent Auction will be a wonderful addition as always.
Lunch will be catered by The Church Ladies, tickets are $25. This
popular event is held in Jones Auditorium on March 23. For tickets,
call Nancy at (713) 256-3613 or email her at heellis@yahoo.com.

Shepherd Chamber of Commerce
Mail to PO Box 520 Shepherd, 77371
(936) 628-3890
www.greatershepherdchamberofcommerce.org
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CLASSIFED: 5 Acre Mini Ranch, 3-2 DW, FP with gas logs, high
ceilings, garden tub, large covered front & patio porch, 5 month old
hot water heater, 1 year old aerobic system, 6 year old AC, heating
system, tin roof. Please call 832-318-2986.
FOR SALE: Rider Craftman Kohler 17HP OHV 42” cut, needs battery,
$275, located in Shepherd, TX; please call 281-659-4286 after 6 p.m.
FOR SALE: Century Ware Master Training Bag Adjustable Heights,
$40. Heavy Bag 80lbs, $40. Double End Striking Bag, $30. Everlast
Speed Bag & Frame, $40. Two Pair USAction Head Gear, two pair
shin/foot pads, two pair Jhoon Rhee foot pads, one set Jhoon Rhee fist
pads, all for $30. Please call or text 903-512-0786.
FOR SALE: DO Gympac 2500-201lbs, $50. Doorway chin up bar,
$20. Competitor bench & bar, $40. Heavy duty bench, $40. EZ curl
bar, $15. Olympic bar 50lbs, $30. Curl/Tricep bar, $15. Hand bell
bars 5 sets, $20. 980lbs steel plates from 2.2lbs to 78lbs, $200, or buy
everything for $450. Please call or text 903-512-0786.
YARD SALE: March 28,29,30 at 8AM. 5055 Fm 222 Coldspring,
next to RV park. Items:Refrigerator, fishing equipment, RV stabilizer,
silk flowers , lots of ribbon , upholstery fabric, lamps, and lots more!

C ommunity C alendar

3/18: School Board Meeting, 630PM
			
			
3/29: Bridge of hope community church
“Community Fellowship Dinner”, Shepherd Middle School, 7PM.
Every Monday & Tuesday: SISD Bilingual Parent Involvement
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Shepherd Middle School Library

Coldspring - San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce
31 N. Butler, Coldspring 77331
(936) 653-2184 www.coldspringtexas.org

Senior Citizens Center March Lunch Menu

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

Your purpose is greater than your future. Pursue the riches of God’s
word and discover the treasures of your life. Your tomorrow is as close
as your today. Services on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and Wednesday at 7:00
p.m. Pastors Mike and Wanda Chapman, located at 1131 N. Byrd.

SPRING HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

Second Tuesday of each month dessert includes birthday cake.
Menus are subject to change due to availability. Call (936) 628-3733 by 9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal.

Harmony Full Gospel Church

BUSINESS

NEWS

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
901 Plum Grove Rd Cleveland, TX

Saturday, March 30, 2019

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center will collect blood
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Donors can now use a Digital
Donor app available for free through the App Store and
the Google Play Store to make an appointment. For
appointments or questions, contact Jean at (281) 592-7002.

Life Program in Memory of Deacon Cassie Hutchinson Scholarship
on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. Please make all donations
payable to “Spring Hill Baptist Church” and mail to 2275 State Hwy
150, Coldspring, TX 77331. Theme: Ephesians: 6-12 “Children, obey
your parents in the Lord for this is right. Honour thy father and mother,
which is the first commandment with promise.” Pastor: Reverend
Frank Mason; First Lady: Evelyn Mason; Associate Minster: Douglas
Jackson; Associate Minister: Raymond Lee; Prophetess: Sheila
Jackson; Program Specialist: Sister Rosie Reed (936) 653-4531. To
contact the Church call (936) 767-8421.

What the World May Know,
a 10-week study on Sunday’s at 5:00 p.m.
Please join us!

Ground Top

A SPECIAL INVITATION FROM
SHEPHERD SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
TO YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Fiesta Chicken Casserole

What you Need

• 2 cups uncooked spiral pasta (like rotini)
• 1 cup sour cream (Kraft 16oz On Sale $1.39)
• 1 cup salsa (the fresher the better-try the
produce department!)
• 1 teaspoon cumin
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder
• 1 teaspoon onion powder
• 1 can (15oz) corn (drained)
• 1 can (15oz) black beans (drained & rinsed)
• 2 cups cooked shredded/chunked chicken (Chicken Tenders On Sale $1.99lb!)
• 2 cups shredded cheese (Velveeta Shreds 8oz On Sale 2 for $4.00!)
• Sliced Avocado-optional (Large Avocados On Sale $0.99 each!)
• Diced tomatoes-optional
• Fresh jalapenos-optional (On Sale $0.99lb!)
• Fresh cilantro-optional (On Sale 3 for $1.00!)
• Green Onions-optional (On Sale 2 for $1.00!)

Make it!

• Heat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare a 9x13 baking dish and spray
with cooking spray. Set aside.
• Cook pasta according to package directions. Don’t forget to salt
the pasta water. I use about 1 teaspoon salt.
• While pasta is cooking, combine sour cream, salsa, cumin, garlic
powder, and onion powder in a large mixing bowl.
• Drain the pasta when it’s done cooking and add into the sour cream
mixture. Stir to combine. Add in the corn, black beans, chicken, and
1 cup of the shredded cheese. Stir together to combine.
• Pour into the baking dish and sprinkle the remaining cheese on
top. Cover with tin foil and cook for 20 minutes.
• Take the tin foil off and let cook an additional 5 minutes. Garnish
with green onions, tomato, and avocado slices if wanted.
Recipe found at www.togetherasfamily.com

APRIL 7, 2019
12:00PM TO 2:30PM

Home Repairs

We handle inside and out repairs, refurbish,
painting, sheetrock, fences, patio, etc.
Over 25 years experience-References Available

(936) 223-5608 or 228-215-9455

at the SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
(Corner of Loop 424 and Bell Avenue)

Fried Fish Sunday Dinner:

Home Fried Catfish (Because Mom Always Cooked What Daddy Caught)
Coleslaw (Because Mom’s Was Always The Best)
House Salad (Also Was Fresh From Her Garden)
Hand Made Hush Puppy’s (Kara’s Are Better Than Mom’s…Oops...Don’t Tell Mom!)
Assorted Desserts (Because She Still Loves You)
Drinks Will Be Your Choice Of Tea, Lemonade, And Coffee
All For A Cost Of: $8.00 Per Plate
Children Under Age 10 $5.00 Per Plate
(To-Go Plates Are Available For Fund Raiser Only)
Come Join Us And Enjoy Sunday Dinner With Family And Friends
This Is A Fund Raiser. All Additional Donations Are Appreciated.

THE PIZZA KITCHEN AT DELLA’S
(936) 628-3387
Tues-Thurs for Active Members
(Memberships Available)

12-4 pm.-Free Pool
5-7 p.m.-Drink Specials
Friday Karaoke 9 p.m.
Sunday 12-4 p.m. Free Darts

Dine-In, Pick-up, or Delivery
3510 Hwy 59 N
Shepherd, TX 77371

