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SHEPHERD COMMUNITY NEWS

SISD Taking Nominations for Gifted 
and Talented Program

   Shepherd Independent School District (SISD) is currently taking 
nominations for students to be screened for the gifted and talented program 
for the 2016-2017 school year.  Parents, family, friends, or community 
members may nominate a student for the screening process.
   The nomination of students is the primary means of beginning the 
screening process. Screening will consist of gathering data on the students 
nominated by way of standardized/criterion referenced tests, mental 
abilities tests, teacher checklist, the Structure of Intellect Test, and personal 
interview.  Program placement will be determined through the completion 
of a matrix on each student. Notification of program placement will occur 
before the start of the 2016-2017 school year.
 Should you have a student you would like to nominate for program 
screening you may pick up a nomination form from any Shepherd ISD 
campus office. The nomination form should be completed and returned to 
the counselor’s office by Friday, February 26th.

by Yvonne Ryba

Buy $mart, Eat Well

Ingredients:
• 4 - 6 bone-in chicken breasts 
(on sale $0.79lb!)
• 1 tsp salt and pepper each
• 1 small (1.5 lb) bag of baby potatoes 
• 2 tbsp olive oil or coconut oil
• ½ large onion, sliced or diced
• 1 whole head of garlic, minced or put through a press
• 2 - 3 cups mushrooms, quartered
• 4 sprigs of thyme (or substitute dried)
• 2 - 3 cups white wine (Yellow Tail on sale $5.99!)
• 2 tbsp cornstartch
• ¼ cup half and half cream
• 1 tsp salt and pepper each or more to taste.

Directions:
• Heat a large oven proof skillet on medium high heat. While you are 
waiting for it to get hot, season your chicken well with salt and pepper.
• Pre-heat your oven to 375.
• When the pan is hot, add the coconut or olive oil and then the chicken. 
Brown the chicken on both sides and then remove it from the pan. Set 
aside for a moment.
• Turn the heat down to medium, add the onion and garlic to the pan and 
saute for a few mins, making sure to scrape all the browned bits off the 
bottom of the pan.
• Add the mushrooms and the thyme and saute again for a few more mins.
• Add the wine and cook the sauce till the wine starts to bubble a bit. Make 
a slurry (or paste) with a little wine and the cornstarch and add it to the 
pan. Stir till the sauce starts to thicken and then add the cream.
• Season the sauce to taste with salt and pepper and then return the chicken 
to the pan. Add the baby potatoes and place the skillet in the oven.
• Cook for 25 to 30 mins or until the chicken is cooked through. Make sure 
to test a thick piece before you take the chicken off the heat.
• Cover the chicken and let it rest for 5 - 10 mins and serve.
Make it a Meal! Steam some fresh broccoli crowns (on sale $1.39lb!) and 
bake some warm crescent rolls (Pillsbury on sale $1.79!) to make this a 
delicious meal! Recipe found at www.cookswithcocktails.com

Bone-In Chicken & Potatoes 
in Wine Sauce

                         Season is HERE!
For anyone interested in being an umpire, there will be an umpire clinic 

on February 21, 2016 at the Shepherd High School Gym at 6:30 p.m.  
There will be a $20.00 registration fee.

Must be at least 17 years old.  For more information contact Darryl 
Richardson, Regional UIC at (832) 318-3043

 
Come join us for 

NACHOS & NUMBERS
 February 23, 2016 
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

  All Shepherd Intermediate students and family are 
invited to come have a FIESTA with us!  

We will have nachos & games for the whole family. 
Door Prizes for Grades 3rd, 4th & 5th 

This event is all FREE!  
Come enjoy a night full of great fun!

Shepherd FFA Alumni BINGO 

   The Annual Shepherd FFA Alumni BINGO night was a huge success.  
The evening was made possible through generous prize donations, hard 
working volunteers and a record number of people participating.  BINGO 
night brought in over $3200 to go towards scholarships for FFA seniors.  
We are grateful for the continued support of our youth and organization 
from our community.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Tractor Tech

   This year we had another successful year competing in the Tractor 
Technician CDE. With each contest these young men improved and 
stepped up to represent our school and FFA chapter with pride. They 
recieved a 4th place at the Inaugural Porter FFA contest and 2nd place 
at the Area IX elimination contest. With the Second place the boys will 
be traveling to the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo on March 14 to 

SISD Students Tour Zachary 
Construction Companies

   Recently, Shepherd ISD Career and Technology students visited Zachery 
Construction Companies employment and training facility in Deere Park. 
Shepherd CTE Advisory Committee member and Zachery employee, Mr. 
Chad LaComb organized the tour. The students heard from leaders in 
several craft and administrative positions in the company. It was a great 
experience to here their job descriptions, starting salaries, how to prepare 
for employment and even how to apply for a job with the company.  The 
opportunities abound for young people with the "want to". 
   On March 1, the Career and Technology Department and Economic 
Development Corporation are hosting a Career and Job Fair for students 
from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at Shepherd High School and open to the community 
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. This is a great opportunity to connect with companies 
that are hiring and hold positive futures for people with the "want to" . 

Brenda Cronin Becomes Director of 
Personnel and Publicity

   We are pleased to announce that, Brenda Cronin will be joining the Shepherd 
ISD administrative team as the Director of Personnel and Publicity.  
Brenda has worked as a teacher and administrator for over 30 
years. Most recently, she has served as the Middle School principal. 
Brenda believes in providing excellent employee and student 
services. As a longtime resident and employee she is vested 
in the Shepherd community and our continued improvement. 
   Please join us in welcoming Brenda to her new position as Director of 
Personnel and Publicity.

College Signing Day at SISD

  Three young men will be riding off to college before we know it as they 
signed their contracts for 3 differnet Universities. Royce See signed to go 
to Sam Houston State University. Jonathan Marshall who will be attending 
the University of Arkansas and Zach Truelove who will be attending 
Stephen F. Austin State University. Congratulations, boys! You sure make 
your community proud!

Pirate Pride Students of the Week
   Each week a teacher picks two students from there class who 
shows Pirate Pride. Students show Pirate Pride by being helpful and 
respectful to teachers and peers. The following students received 
Shepherd Intermediate Pirate Pride this week; Kaylee Barlow and 
Juan Pena  in 5th grade, Honeste Harris (not pictured) and Rigoberto 
Uriegas in 4th grade, Emma Haag and Gabriel Green in 3rd Grade. 

Kaylee Barlow

 Rigoberto UriegasGabriel Green

Juan Pena
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For news or special events to be published in 
Shepherd Community News:

Drop off your information/picture at McClain’s, 
e-mail to mcclains.shepherdnews@gmail.com, or fax to (936) 628-2866.

Information may not be taken over the telephone.
Include contact information on your request to have something published.

Our deadline is 6 p.m. Tuesday for the following week. 

Did you know… Community ClassifiedsSenior Menu

Second Tuesday Of Each Month Dessert Includes Birthday Cake 
Menu's Are Subject To Change Due To Availability

Call (936) 628-3733 By 9:30 a.m. To Reserve A Meal

Community Calendar

Church News
DREW’S LANDING BAPTIST CHURCH: Looking for a Bible based 
church? Here we are! Come join us at Drew’s Landing Baptist Church 
with Pastor R. Withers. Come get your praise on with us! Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. & Praise & Worship at 11 a.m. Wednesday night Bible Study at 
6:30 p.m. Located at 161 Thomas Castleberry off FM 1127 in Shepherd, 
Texas. We are the big blue church! 
HARMONY CHURCH: An independent spirit filled church with life 
message services—Sunday Bible class 10:00 a.m.—morning worship 
11:00 a.m.—Sunday evening 6:00 p.m.—Wednesday evening 6:30 p.m. 
Third Sunday pot luck, men and women’s groups. Come worship with us! 
Rev. Ben Cartwright, Pastor 
TO CALVARY MINISTRIES: A church that preaches the Message 
of the Cross. 793 Thomas Castleberry Rd. Shepherd (off of FM 1127) 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. SS Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Sunday evening 6:30 
p.m. Thursday 7:30 p.m. All Welcome! 
SPRING HILL BAPTIST CHURCH: Damaged By Sin, Delivered 
By Grace: February 26-27, 2016, Friday at 7:00 p.m./Saturday at 9:30 
a.m. Come and allow the Lord to Minister to you! No registration fee! 
Praise and worship. Guest Pslamist: Eartha Greenleaf. Friday Events: 
The Woman at the Well-Min Trish Welch Grace Community Church Co-
Pastor Clara Johnson’s St. Luke MBC; Men Hurt Too-Bishop, Traylor In 
The Way Ministries. Saturday Morning: Apostle Helen Bedford, Word of 
Power Apostolic Church and much more!

2/15: School Board Meeting, 7pm
2/15: President’s Day
2/19: Senior Resale Shop Bag Day
2/20: Best of San Jacinto County Banquet; Jones Auditorium, Coldspring
2/21: Umpire clinic; 6:30PM; Shepherd High School Gym
2/22: Pirateer Reading program; 2PM; Shepherd Primary Parent Center 
2/25: Bridge of hope community church “Community Fellowship Dinner”, 
Shepherd Middle School, 7PM.

FOR SALE: Fresh yard eggs, $3.00 per dozen. Please call Ginger at (281) 
432-9120. 
WORK WANTED: Looking for mowing jobs, cars and trucks, and I have 
some firewood and boat. Please call (936) 714-4299. 
HELP WANTED:  Full Time City Clerk to assist in City Hall. Must have 
good communication skills, must be able to work with the public, accept 
payments and make change back to the customer. Computer experience 
preferred.    H.S. diploma or GED, pre-employment physical and drug test 
required.  Responsible for water and all municipal court operations, monthly 
reports, bank deposits, maintaining logs, issuances of permits, paperwork 
for rental of  parks, pavilion and Community Center, other general office 
duties and various assignments from City Secretary. Knowledge of Incode 
and RVS Software is a plus.  Applications are available at Shepherd City 
Hall, 11020 Hwy 150 Shepherd, TX 77371. EOE. City Secretary, Debra 
Hagler must receive applications by March 3, 2016. 

“McClain’s Food Market”

Coldspring-San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce
31 N. Butler, Coldspring 77331

Call (936) 653-2184
www.coldspringtexas.org

Shepherd Chamber of Commerce
Mail to PO Box 520 Shepherd, 77371

Call (936) 628-3515
www.greatershepherdchamberofcommerce.or Obituary

Frances Angline Hoffart 

March 8, 1936  - February 7, 2016
   Frances Angline Hoffart, age 79 of Shepherd, Texas, passed away Sunday, 
February 7, 2016.  She was born March 8, 1936 in Hempstead, Texas to parents 
Martha and Pete Dorcz who preceded her in death along with her husband, 
Adolph Hoffart; son, Larry Joe Hoffart; and brother, Louis Dorcz.
   Survivors include her daughters, Jeanett Craddock, Patricia Hoffart and 
Gloria Muirhead and husband Dude; sons, Leroy Hoffart and wife Linda, 
and Harry Hoffart and wife Joann; sisters, Pauline Zavaba and Rosemary 
Goleman; brothers, Steve Dorcz and Mike Dorcz; ten grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren; numerous other relatives and friends.
   Visitation was held from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016 
at Pace Stancil Funeral Home, Cleveland, Texas. Services were held at 10:00 
a.m., Wednesday, February 10, 2016 at Pace Stancil Chapel, Cleveland, Texas. 
A graveside service was held at 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 10, 2016 at 
Brookside Cemetery, Houston, Texas.

MON 2/15:  Holiday
TUE 2/16: Cheese Burger, Sweet Potato Fries, Three Bean Salad, Fruit Cup
WED 2/17: Chicken & Dumplings, Green Beans, Cornbread, Salad, 
Banana Pudding
THUR 2/18: Shrimp Alfredo, Garlic Pasta, Mixed Veggies, Tossed Salad 
& Dressing, Garlic Bread, Pineapple Pudding
FRI 2/19: Chicken & Sausage & Okra Gumbo, Rice, Tossed Salad, 
Crackers, Fruit
MON 2/22: King Ranch Chicken, Northern Beans, Mexican Corn, 
Cornbread, Salad, Fruit
TUE 2/23: Weiners & Saurkraut, Macaroni & Cheese, Buttered Yams, 
Wheat Bread, Salad, Fruit
WED 2/24: Breaded Pork Cutlets, Cream Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Lima 
Beans, Cornbread, Salad, Fruit
THUR 2/25: Chicken Lasagna, Mixed Veggies, Tossed Salad & Dressing, Fruit
FRI 2/26:  Beef Pot Roast With Potatoes & Carrots & Gravy, Green Bean 
Casserole, Cornbread, Salad, Fruit
MON 2/29:  Chicken Noodle Casserole, Peas & Carrots, Cornbread, 
Salad, Fruit

7th Annual Richard and Mitzi Hanks 
Memorial Hug-A-Tree/Kiss-A-Fish 3 

day Youth Adventure. 
Mark your calendars May 13, 14 and 15

The Retreat at Artesian Lakes Resort
235 Chain O Lakes Resort Cleveland, Texas, 77327

7th Annual Richard and Mitzi Hanks Memorial Hug-A-Tree/
Kiss-A-Fish 3 day Youth Adventure.

  The Impact Center is gearing up for its 7th Annual Richard & Mitzi Hanks 
Memorial Hug-A-Tree/Kiss-A-Fish youth 3 day adventure. Anyone who 
has been involved in this spectacular event over the years have had the 

opportunity to see its growth, from 79 participants the first year to 
1079 participants in 2015. This event is for poverty related families who 
do not get the opportunity to learn about outdoor adventures and lifesaving 

skills due to family poverty.
The Collaboration of so many has made this event a one of a kind, inspiring 

event. Together we can and will make a difference.
Sign Ups Begin- March 1st, 2016-Gated 

Community Must be on RSVP List.
Fishing Tournament will begin May 13 

Hosted by: Directors Chris Coles, Zac Coles, & Jessie Coles

by Yvonne Ryba

Lizzie’s Book Shelf
Dystance: Winter’s Rising
By Mark Tufo
340 pages

     Genre:Young Adult/Dystopian    
  Summary:  From birth to 
death, The War is all the citizens 
of Dystance know. As children it is 
drilled into their heads that war is 
the purpose behind all existence. 
Winter doesn't agree. She's 
stumbled across remnants of life the 
way it was before The War began 
and now she longs to be as free as 
her ancestors. 
With help from her best friend 
Cedar and the boy she is forbidden 
to love, Tallow, she believes she can 
do it. Winter can see a life beyond 
the Pickets, beyond the constant 
hunger and the threat of death, beyond the war machine.  
Can one teenage girl and her dream of a better life really change the whole world?
  My Review: People growing up in different districts controlled by 
guards, living off rations given by the government but still starving, a 
heroine who sneaks out with her boy best friend to hunt, teenagers forced 
to fight…sound familiar? Practically screams Hunger Games, doesn’t it? 
Especially in the beginning. As it gets toward the middle and end of the 
book things finally get a bit different, though there are still some striking 
similarities between the two. I think it’s safe to say that The Hunger Games 
is what gave this author his inspiration for Winter’s story.
 I liked the three main characters of the novel well enough, especially 
Cedar, and I really liked Brody, too, who was one of the guards. Something 
that bothered me though was the way the main characters seemed to 
completely change personalities. Winter went from being a teenager who 
cared about everyone to someone who was more cold and she suddenly 
started speaking totally different, like from one page to the next. I’m 
sorry, but teenagers don’t go from talking like a teenager to talking and 
negotiating like a world leader in the span of five minutes just because 
they learn how to use a sword. Also, these characters know nothing 
about things in today’s world, they didn’t even know what a book was, 
or a library, a gun, etc. But after reading a few romance novels they’re 
suddenly making modern day quips and references and using slang, which 
I found unrealistic, to say the least. There is also another character that 
unexplainably flips personalities, and though I could tell it was supposed 
to come off as deception and betrayal, it just didn’t feel right. Usually there 
is some sort of hint or sign that someone’s going to betray you, even if you 
only recognize it in hindsight, but there was nothing. It was like the author 
decided to just add it in on a whim, like the entire book was written without 
a betrayal planned at all and then he just stuck it in at the last minute.
 It drove me nuts that no one knew why they were fighting a war. It 
was one thing for the people of Dystance not to know, but for seemingly 
everyone not to know as well? It seemed ridiculous. 
 I’m making this book sound terrible, aren’t I? Well it’s not, I promise. 
Besides those few things that peeved me (which probably wouldn’t even 
phase the majority of the population) this book was action packed with a 
kick-butt heroine and I think fans of The Hunger Games will enjoy it. Be 
warned however, this is the first book in this series and it was just released 
in September 2015 (I had no idea when I started it) but apparently the 
Epilogue in the book, which is set in the past right before Winter’s time, 
includes some characters from Mark Tufo’s Zombie Fallout series and 
other readers seemed pretty excited about that. It wouldn’t be a bad idea to 
pick up that series and try it out first, in my expert opinion.    
   Parental Guidance:  I couldn’t find an age recommendation for 
this book but it was pretty standard YA. There is some violence, death 
(they’re in a war after all) and there is an intimate scene that is implied 
though no details are told. Language is mild/moderate. 
   Stand Alone or SeriesThis is supposedly the first book in the 
series since the last words in the book are “To be continued…” but there is 
no information about the next book in the series. 
   Price:   I found copies new, used, and e-book on Amazon from $2.99-
$13.95. The kindle version is only $2.99 and I will say I listened to the 
Audible version and it is narrated by one of my favorite narrators, Julia 
Whelan, and she did an amazing job!

  # Lizzie 

   Every week I finish off this column with a short reminder about Director 
Bob Barragan and his offer of a free consultation to business owners. This 
week I am going to start with Bob, and give you a more detailed account 
of what he actually does. Director Robert Barragan has led the Small 
Business Development Center since 1992. He already had a wealth of 
experience in this field before that and he has helped thousands of people 
over the years with his knowledge.
   The S.B.D.C. is part of Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. 
I have visited the center which has a classroom set up with computers 
and viewing screen when classes are held there, to help those who desire 
training in how to set up and use a web site for their business. Bob is 
a friendly and welcoming man who prefers that people call him Bob 
and not Robert or Director Barragan. Yet he is recognized as being very 
accomplished in his field as was noted when he was appointed a member of 
the Texas Department of Commerce State Small Business Advisory Board 
in 1996. The following is a quote from that Board on his appointment. 
"Your reputation and expertise in the field of small business and 
economic development has been recognized by Commerce as a positive 
contribution to the businesses in the Huntsville area, and will definitely 
benefit the Board in its state wide efforts."
   There are about 1,000 S.B.D.C. from coast to coast across our country. 
They offer free consulting and free or low cost training where it is needed. 
In fact, they are a one stop assistance to both individuals and businesses 
in providing a wide variety of information and guidance. They are a "co-
operative effort of the private sector, the educational community and 
federal, state and local governments." So, what can you expect if you 
make an appointment to meet Director Barragan at your nearest Chamber 
of Commerce office? Bob will help you in any way he can. Often a business 
plan needs to be created for a new business or if the owner is looking for 
a bank loan. A good business plan is essential for this. Sometimes people 
want advice with forms or local problems in the business. Since he covers 
8 counties and has done so for many years, you can expect that Bob knows 
our area very well. Generally a free consultation lasts about an hour and you 
can arrange the time, but usually mornings work well. To set up a time for 
this free advice, assistance and counseling, personalized for your business 
or to start a business, call the Chamber nearest to you at the number below.
   Go to the Coldspring-San Jacinto web site for information and to buy a 
ticket for the 'Best of San Jacinto County Awards' on February 20 in Jones 
Auditorium in Coldspring. This is one of the most entertaining nights of 
the year for our county.
   The next food truck to come to Shepherd will be on March 25th and again on 
March 31st. As usual it will be at Shepherd Community Center starting at 10:00 
a.m. and until supplies run out. There were over 275 people at the last one!
   Easter Sunday is March 27. The Sunday before is the start of Spring and 
the week before that, March 13th is when we set the clocks forward! It is 
time to start thinking of gardening, Spring cleaning and all that goes with 
lighter evenings and warmer weather. More on this next week!

Michael George Syracuse
September 9, 1949  - February 5, 2016

   Michael George Syracuse, age 66 of Shepherd, Texas, passed away 
Friday, February 5, 2016.  He was born September 9, 1949 in Houston, 
Texas to parents Joseph Syracuse and Nano Syracuse who preceded him 
in death along with Carol Peters.
   Survivors include his wife, Karon Syracuse; daughters, Sandy Davis, Keri 
Vidrine and Phillip Winfree; sons, Michael Syracuse, Jr. and Kyle Syracuse 
and wife Tracie; sister, Diane Pote and husband Jack; grandchildren, Brad 
Davis and wife Teri, Craig Davis and wife Karah, Derek Davis (T-Bone), 
Kaylynn Boney, Raymond Beshears, Michael Joseph Syracuse, Kali 
Vidrine, Lulu Burch, Kyler Syracuse, Tess Syracuse, Konner Syracuse 
and Ethan Ryan Gilbert; great-grandchildren, Rhyan Davis, Jaxon Davis, 
Kylan Kubiak, Isabella Daivs and Hayle Davis; other survivors, Gloria 
Johnson, Sue Allman and Tom Allman; numerous nieces and nephews. 
   Visitation was held from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Monday, February 8, 2016 
at Pace Stancil Funeral Home, Cleveland, Texas. Services were held at 
10:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at Pace Stancil Chapel, Cleveland, 
Texas. Interment followed at Farley Chapel Cemetery, Shepherd, Texas. 

   Scott Andrew Underwood 
April 23, 1969 - February 7, 2016

   Scott Andrew Underwood, 46, of Coldspring, passed away Sunday, 
February 7, 2016, at the Conroe Regional Hospital in Conroe.
   Scott was born on April 23, 1969 in Houston, a former resident of 
Houston, and has resided in Coldspring for the past 20 years.  He was a 
carpenter by trade and enjoyed fishing, wood working, and hunting.
   Mr. Underwood is preceded in death by his brother:  Aaron Underwood.  
He is survived by his wife:  Deborah Yzaguirre Underwood, daughter:  
Kathleen “Kay” Yzaguirre, parents:  Deidre and Charlie Kennerly, brothers:  
Matthew Kennerly, Charlie Kennerly, Curry Kennerly, Kelly Kennerly, 
and Joshua Kennerly, sisters:  Jennifer Kennerly, Amanda Eubanks, and 
Julie Kennerly, parents-in-law:  Ruben and Kathleen Yzaguirre, numerous 
nieces, nephews, other relatives, and friends.
   Visitation was held from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Monday, February 8, 
2016 at Pace Stancil Funeral Home, Cleveland, Texas. Graveside services 
were held at 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016, at the Swearingen 
Cemetery in Warren, with burial following thereafter.  Services were under 
the direction of Pace-Stancil Funeral Home in Cleveland.

Leave your thoughts and memories for the family in the guestbook at 
www.pacestancil.com

McClain’s does not maintain Cajun DVD movie kiosk and 
therefore cannot guarantee all movie releases. 

New Releases Coming to 
McClain’s DVD Kiosk This Week 

Steve Jobs (R): Steve Jobs takes us behind the scenes of the 
digital revolution, to paint a portrait of the man at its epicenter. 
The story unfolds backstage at three iconic product launches, 
ending in 1998 with the unveiling of the iMac.
Starring: Michael Fassbender, Kate Winslet, Seth Rogen

Black Mass (R) biography/crime: The true story of Whitey 
Bulger, the brother of a state senator and the most infamous 
violent criminal in the history of South Boston, who became an 
FBI informant to take down a Mafia family invading his turf.
Starring: Johnny Depp, Benedict Cumberbatch, Dakota 
Johnson

The 33 (PG-13) biography/drama: Based on the real-life 
event, when a gold and copper mine collapses, it traps 33 
miners underground for 69 days.
Starring: Antonio Banderas, Rodrigo Santoro, Juliette Binoche

View the McClains 
Newspaper online! 

www.mcclainsfoodmarket.com


