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A Letter from Rick Hartley, Superintendent of Schools
Dear parents and Shepherd community members,
Four years ago, Shepherd ISD received notice
from the State that our Intermediate and Primary
campuses were low performing. Officially, the
campuses were identified as “IR”, Improvement
Re-quired. This notice let us know we had four
years to fix the performance at the schools.
We are now in our fourth year and both campuses
are still rated as “IR”. This is our last year to
make the necessary improvement before the Texas Education Agency
will intervene. According to legislation, the Commissioner of Education
must either close the schools or replace our Board of Trustees and install
a governing board. We need our schools, and I don’t think any of us
want out-side individuals having control over how we serve our students.
Every person I have spoken to wants the absolute best for our children. And
that includes more than just passing the State tests in English, math, history,
and science. But for the State, that is a key component of what they are using
to evaluate our campuses. It will take all of us to increase the performance
of our children. To help our students learn the curriculum requirements, the
campus staffs are learning and using new instructional methods, tracking
student performance for each child, and putting in supports when students still
struggle. But, it will take more than that to get off the “IR” list. Our parents can
play a huge role in helping their children, and I am now asking for that help.
The first, and most important, thing parents can do is stay informed about
their children’s educa-tion. One powerful method is our “Parent Portal” where
up-do-date information about grades and attendance can be found. As of
now, only 25% of our parents are using this tool. Please pull up our webpage
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www.shepherdisd.net or look on our Facebook page Shepherd ISD for
information about Parent Portal. To complete the process of registering for Parent
Portal, parents will need a “Portal ID” for each of their children – which was sent
home at the beginning of the school year. To help parents connect to the Parent
Portal, we will send out the Portal ID’s again during the first week in October.
At home, parents can monitor that their children are completing assigned
work and support them when they need additional help. If parents see their
children struggle, they can contact the school and find out about additional
supports. Early identification and intervention is the best approach whenever
a student has difficulty. Also, one of our biggest academic needs is for our
students to become stronger readers. Parents, simply having your child
read 20 to 30 minutes a night, every night, will help to improve his/her
reading ability. Please see if you can make this part of your nightly routine.
I am asking that each parent and community member consider the possible
implications if our schools do not improve this year. The campuses began
holding community meetings September 10, 2018 and September 11, 2018
to discuss how we can improve our performance. We are now in the process of
planning parent nights where important information will be presented in addition to
demonstrating how students are being taught.This is being done so that parents will
be able to help their chil-dren at home. We are doing this because we recognize the
methods of instruction are very differ-ent today than when parents were in school.
With our two elementary schools identified as IR4, this year must be different.
Driven by a strong sense of urgency, the campuses are changing how they
educate your children. Because of the pos-sible actions against our district if we
do not increase student performance, I ask that you also make changes at home
to support your child’s learning. With the joint efforts of home and school, I want
us to be able to remember this year as the year we got off the low performing list.

Únase a nosotros para una reunion informativa
con los padres bilingües.
Fecha: 3 de octubre del 2018

Horario: 5:30 a 7:00 de la tarde

Lugar: Anchor Room en el J Building donde dan las
clases de íngles 1401 S. Byrd Ave.
Sí voy a asistir: ______
(checa
si va asistir y regrese esta parte a laDate
maestra de su hijo.)
Signature

Allí nos vemos.

We would like to extend an invitation to you to
participate in “National Night Out”

October 2, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Shepherd Community Center
(across from the elementary school on SH 150)
We hope to have several representatives from different
agencies, companies, and organizations to participate in a
“meet and greet your neighbor” night. We are asking that
participants bring any information, brochures, or handouts they may have for the public. A table will be reserved
for each agency.
There will be a few guest speakers to welcome everyone
and this time will be used to speak to the public about
crime prevention, safety and what the public can do to
help themselves. After speaking with the public, everyone
will be invited to browse the room and speak with representatives from different agencies. Refreshments will be
provided by the Shepherd Volunteer Fire Dept. Auxiliary.
Please try to make plans to attend.
Please let us know if you will be attending as soon as
possible so that we may reserve your table. Thank you for
your consideration and we look forward to hearing from
you soon. If you have any questions, please let us know.
Michael Gray, Chief
Charles Murray, Capt.
936-628-6566
281-622-6005 (cell)
832-966-1522 (cell)
936-628-6559 (fax)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Answers will be in next weeks paper

First chance to sign-up will be at the
Shepherd High School Homecoming
OCTOBER 5, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
We will also be at McClain’s Food Market
OCTOBER 13th, 20th, and 27th
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Basketball Registration Fee for Pre-K - 6th Grade: $90
Cheerleader Registration Fee: $100
Cheerleading only has 20 Spots open! No Exceptions!
Please contact Shelia Richardson (832) 318-4079
for any questions or concerns.

Buy Smart

WELL

Biscuits and Gravy Casserole
What you need!!
• 1 can large, flaky biscuits
(Grands 8ct On Sale 3/$4.00!)
• 1/2 pound ground breakfast sausage
(Owens 1lb roll On Sale 2/$6.00!)
• 3 tablespoons flour
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
• 2 1/2 cups milk

Make it!
• Preheat oven to 400˚F.
• Prepare a small casserole dish (approximately 7X10) with cooking
spray. Set aside.
• Open biscuits, and cut biscuits into quarters.
• Layer half of the quarters in prepared pan.
• Bake for 10 minutes.
• Meanwhile, prepare gravy.
• In a heavy skillet, brown the ground breakfast sausage over mediumhigh heat until fully cooked.
• Sprinkle the cooked sausage with 3 tablespoons of flour.
• Use a wooden spoon to stir flour into sausage until completely absorbed.
• Lower heat to medium, and cook flour/sausage mixture for 3-5
minutes, stirring frequently.
• Add milk and stir to combine.
• Add salt and black pepper.
• Stir frequently until mixture comes to a slight boil.
• Taste, and adjust seasonings as desired. (I usually add more black pepper).
• If the gravy is too thick, add a bit more milk. You want the gravy to be
thickened but not too thick, not “globby”, it should still be slightly runny.
• Pour gravy over the cooked biscuits.
• Layer the remaining uncooked, quartered biscuits over the gravy.
• Place casserole dish on a baking sheet, and bake for 20-25 minutes or
until golden brown. If they start to over-brown, you can cover with foil
for the last 10 minutes or so.
• Serve immediately and Enjoy!
Recipe found at www.lemon-sugar.com

Please send submissions for newspaper to
mcclains.shepherdnews@gmail.com

by Yvonne Ryba

Both Chambers of Commerce are working on
Christmas events. Both Chambers have Parades,
the shared theme is ‘Christmas Melodies’.
Look on the web site for information on
entry fee and forms. The same thing for
vendors, forms will be on the web sites soon.
It seems strange to be writing about
Christmas events in September but Shepherd
has their event on December 1, 2018 and
Coldspring the following Saturday on December
8, 2018. This is just after Thanksgiving! Sharing the
theme means floats can be entered in both Parades.
The Women’s League of San Jacinto County
will have its annual Christmas Home Tour on Decem-ber 2nd.
The starting point this year will be at Shepherd United Methodist

?

Church, where you can buy tickets, $10 each, and collect the map
for the Tour. The Women’s League uses all money from this fund
raiser to share among local charities and to give to scholarships.
This is a gem of a Church with beautiful stained glass windows.
Watch for more information on the Tour in the coming weeks.
The Wolf Creek Car Show will soon be here! The Coldspring Chamber
hosts this event. Held this year on October 20 and 21st at Wolf Creek Park,
this popular event attracts many wonderful vehicles. At the same time,
C.A.B.M.A. will hold a Scavenger Hunt in Coldspring. This will be a lot of fun,
with clues leading people around town toward the ‘treasure’. Coldspring Area
Business and Merchants Association. For more details call (936) 653-2332.
Looking for a good haircut or a special style? Try ‘A Cutting
Edge Hair Salon’ in Coldspring. This is a full service hair and nails
salon with stylists Carolyn Biddy and Rachel Stevens in charge.
Call them at (936) 653-3300, located at 15110 Hwy 150 West.

Coldspring - San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce
31 N. Butler, Coldspring 77331
(936) 653-2184 www.coldspringtexas.org

Shepherd Chamber of Commerce
Mail to PO Box 520 Shepherd, 77371
(936) 628-3890
www.greatershepherdchamberofcommerce.org

Senior Citizens Center Lunch MenU

MONDAY

ϭ

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Ϯ

Baked Potato Stuffed With
Beef Patty & Grilled Onions,
Grilled Chicken Tenders &
Brown Gravy , Buttered Yams,
Cream Gravy, Northern Beans,
Greens, Cornbread, Salad, Fruit
Cornbread, Salad, Pudding

ϴ
King Ranch Chicken, Pinto
Beans, Tossed Salad With
Dressing, Corn Muffins, Fruit

ϭϱ
Salisbury Steak, Mashed
Potatoes, Squash & Onions ,
Corn Muffins, Salad, Fruit

Creamy Chicken Pot Pie,
Tossed Salad & Dressing, Rolls,
Fruit

Fried Chicken Strips, Cream
Gravy, French Fries, Tossed
Salad & Dressing, Rolls, Fruit

ϭϳ
Mexican Cornbread Casserole,
Pinto Beans, Tossed Salad &
Dressing, Fruit

Ϯϯ

Ϯϰ
Fried Chicken, Mashed
Potatoes, Gravy, Cabbage,
Cornbread, Salad, Fruit

Pulled BBQ Pork On A Bun,
French Fries, Tossed Salad &
Dressing, Pudding

Ϯϵ
Beefy Three Bean Bake,
Macaroni & Cheese, Apple
Cabbage Slaw, Rolls, Salad,
Fruit

ϭϬ

ϭϲ

ϮϮ
Meat Balls, Brown Gravy,
Buttered Pasta, Candied
Carrots, Rolls, Salad, Fruit

Baked BBQ Chicken, Potato
Salad, Baked Beans, Wheat
Bread, Salad, Fruit

ϵ
Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes,
Gravy, Broccoli & Cheese,
Rolls, Salad, Fruit

ϯ

ϯϬ
Grilled Pork Cutlets, Yams,
Black Eye Peas, Cornbread,
Salad, Fruit

ϯϭ
Chicken & Sausage Gumbo,
Rice, Green Beans, Cornbread,
Salad, Fruit

THURSDAY

ϰ

Breaded Pork Cutlets & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Green Bean,
Rolls, Salad, Fruit

FRIDAY

Cheese Burger , Grilled Onions,
Lettuce, Tomato, Pickles,
Mayo, Mustard, French Fries,
Salad, Fruit

ϭϭ
Meatloaf, Yellow Rice, Black
Eye Peas, Cornbread, Salad,
Pudding

ϭϮ
Beef Sausage Link, Fried
Potatoes & Onions, Cabbage,
Corn Muffins, Salad, Fruit

ϭϴ
Bacon Wrapped Beef Patt,
Grilled Onions, Mashed
Potatoes, Brown Gravy,
Northern Beans, Cornbread,
Salad, Fruit

ϭϵ
Chicken & Dumplings, Okra &
Tomatoes, Cornbread, Salad,
Fruit

Ϯϱ
Beef Enchiladas, Baked Beans,
Corn, Salad, Fruit

ϱ

Ϯϲ
Chicken Spaghetti, Green
Beans, Garlic Bread, Tossed
Salad & Dressing, Rolls, Fruit

Second Tuesday of each month dessert includes
birthday cake! Menu is subject to change due to
availability. Call (936) 628-3733 by 9:30 a.m. to
reserve a meal.

October 3, 2018

HUGE YARD SALE: First week/weekend in October. Harmonyfull
Gospel Church. Wed - Fri 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Sat 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
GARAGE SALE: Ragsdale Springs Community Garage Sale! Saturday,
10/6 from 8AM-4PM (some residents may choose to close before 4PM)
FOR SALE: 3 acres uncleared land, no utilities, 2 1/2 miles, west off
Interstate 69, in 5 Acres Subdivision, in Shepherd, TX, asking $40,000k
or make your best offer. Please call 832-318-2986.
LAND FOR SALE: 3 acres un-cleared, no utilities, perfect for building
and raising a few animals. 2 ½ miles off Interstate 69 in Shepherd, 5 Acres
Subdivision, $30,000, make your best offer! Please call 832-318-2986.
FOR RENT: 2BR/1BA mobile home for rent, located at 561 Dogwood
Trail, Shepherd, TX, lights & water included, $650 per month plus $250.00
deposit. Please call Mary 832-250-6154 or Monica 832-997-7350.
NEEDED: Any unwanted yard sale items. Will pick up within 20 miles
of Shepherd. Please call 281-659-3963.
WILL HAUL FOR FREE: I will pick up any scrap iron or broken
appliances for free. Please call Rocky 832-768-9819.

Community Calendar
10/5: Shepherd Homecoming
10/5: Senior Resale Shop Bag Day
10/5: Bob Brannagan’s monthly consultations with current or prospective
business owners; Chamber Office; 10AM-12PM
10/8: City Council Meeting, Community Center; 7PM
10/9: First Station Auxiliary Meeting; 7PM
10/11: SJC Women’s League Meeting; Coldspring Community Center; 11:30AM
10/13: Impact Work Shop; Impact Thrift Shop; 1300 S. Byrd Shepherd, TX
10/15: School Board Meeting, 7PM
10/19: Senior Resale Shop Bag Day
10/20: Farley Chapel Cemetery annual meeting; 10AM; Bring your own chair.
10/31: Bridge of hope community church “Community Fellowship
Dinner”, Shepherd Middle School, 7PM.
10/31: HALLOWEEN
*Every Monday & Tuesday: SISD Bilingual Parent Involvement
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Shepherd Middle School Library

October 5, 2018
SPRING HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

SHEPHERD ISD
Answers to last weeks crossword

In Loving Memory
Alvin Ray “Sonny” Beshears

Senior Citizens NewsLetter

We hope this letter finds all of you doing well. Our Fall Season
is upon us and what a colorful and beautiful time of the year.
Hopefully each of us will find a little time in our busy schedule to
stop, take a deep breath and look around to enjoy the season change.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the patience and
support during the use and application of the grant funds and contributions
to help improve both of our county’s Sen-ior Citizen’s Centers. It has been
a long haul, but the grant funds have been spent and our centers get to go
back to doing what we do best, serving our senior community, but with more
improved, efficient and updated facilities. Congratulations to all of the staff
of both centers on a job well done. There were lots of inconveniences, extra
hours, organizational skills and heart that went in-to these efforts. The list
is unending of the people that have worked, donated hours, donated funds,
donated materials, and given love and support to our centers. Thank you!
We still have some improvements to get finished here in
Shepherd that were not part of the grant funding. As with any
home, it seems there is always something to do. We are continuing
to strive to make things comforting and enjoyable for all that visit.
We had our “Mom’s Sunday Dinner” fund raiser and what a
supporting community we have! We called the day a complete
success! Our community came out to support our efforts and we are
truly grateful. The food was top notch and the gathering of friends
and family was refreshing to see. Our volunteers worked very hard to
provide a great meal and a welcome home atmosphere for all to enjoy.
Our resale shop was happy to see visitors that they had never seen before. They
hope your experience in the resale shop will keep you coming back to shop.
They work hard to keep things stocked, rotated, and clean. Come see us again.
We love to serve our community and hope you will visit us as often as
you can. We open the center at 8:00 a.m. and close at 1:30 p.m. Please call
us at (936) 628-3733 by 9:30 a.m. to let us know you are coming for lunch.
Lunch is served Monday - Friday from 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Donations are appreciated. Our resale shop is open from 8:30 a.m. 1:00 p.m. Monday - Friday. Thank you for helping us do what we do!

City of Shepherd is requesting bids
for FEMA funded road repair project.
For scope of work, please contact
Debra at (936) 628-3305.
Bids are due by 4:00 p.m. on October 4, 2018

October 23, 1942 - September 22, 2018
Alvin Ray “Sonny” Beshears was born on October 23, 1942 and passed
away on September 22, 2018.
He is preceded in death by his first spouse, Patsy Beshears; son,
Terry Dewayne Beshears; daughter, Rhonda Kay Beshears; and sisters,
Lawana Fay Parish and Bridgette Flanigan.
He is survived by his loving spouse, Janice Beshears; children,
Judy Bryant and husband Jimmy, Regina Renee Beshears, Steve
Beshears and wife Tamara; brother, Tim Flanigan and wife Laura;
grandchildren, Jimmy Ray, Joshua, Cody, Tonya, Bud, Chelsey,
Raymond, and Michael; great-grandchildren, Wylie, Case, Emilo,
CJ, Kendall, Kaden, Hunter, and Drake; along with numer-ous other
loving family members and treasured friends. Pallbearers were Derrell
Beshears, Steve Beshears, Roy Cryer, Jimmy Bryant, Ike Pate, and
Kenneth Thornton.
Services for Sonny were held at Neal Funeral Home Chapel on Tuesday,
September 25, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. with Pastor Michael Hilton officiating.

Pirateers Reading Program
Pirateers Reading Program Scheduled at Shepherd Primary School
Parents, grandparents, babysitters, and caregivers are invited to bring
your little ones, ages 2 - 4, to the Pirateers Reading Program.
You do not need to have a student enrolled in Shepherd ISD to attend.
This program is free to any child 2 - 4 years of age. It is designed to
provide a positive learning environment for children. You are asked to
stay with your child during this time.
Each session of Pirateers Reading Program will include:
books read aloud, hands-on activities, snacks, and lots of fun!
The reading program will be held at Shepherd Primary School from
9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. on the following Fridays:
October 5th, October 12th, October 19th, October 26th,
November 2nd, November 9th, November 16th, November 30th,
December 7th, and December 14th.
If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Fulcher, Shepherd ISD
Parent Liaison (936) 628-2904 or email sfulcher@shepherdisd.net.

PASTOR AID Sunday, October 14, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
Message brought by Reverend Roy Milburn, Jr Pastor of North Mt.
Olive Baptist Church, Cleveland, Texas.
Pastor: Reverend Frank Mason;
First Lady: Evelyn Mason; Associate Minister: Douglas Jackson;
Associate Minister: Raymond Lee; Prophetess: Sheila Jackson;
Program Specialist: Sister Rosie Reed 936-653-453.
To contact the church call 936-767-8421.

HARMONYFULL GOSPEL CHURCH
Huge Yard Sale! First week/weekend in October.
Wednesday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SHILOH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Annual Homecoming! October 14, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. located at 30
Shiloh Rd. in Shepherd, TX. 1st Lady Karen Scott, (936) 329-0641.
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Shepherd Neighborhood

Ironing Service

• Ironing • Folding • Alterations •
(832) 318-9139
Lake Run-a-Muck

fb.me/ShepherdNeighborhoodIroningService
Don’t have an Ad
design for your
business?
That’s okay!
We will create it
for you for FREE!
(936) 628-6842
See McClain’s Courtesy Booth for More Information.

